Diuretics and dopamine for the prevention and treatment of acute renal failure: a critical reappraisal.
The efficacy of diuretics and dopamine in preventing and treating acute renal failure (ARF) is still debated, although these drugs are widely used in clinical practice. The present review addresses this debate providing an update on available data. There are very few well controlled and sufficiently large trials testing these agents in different ARF clinical settings, with either a preventive or a curative goal. Unfortunately, most findings rule out any favourable effects of diuretics, mannitol, atrial natriuretic peptides, and dopamine. In fact, at least in some clinical conditions, they can even worsen the risk of ARF or aggravate its course.